
You Are Gifted: Understanding the Spiritual
Gifts God Has Given You

Every believer has been given a gift. Not just some Christians, not just pastors or missionaries, but

every single person who has placed their faith in Jesus Christ. The challenge is that many people

never discover what their gift is, or they underestimate its value. This post unpacks what it means to

be a gifted person in God's kingdom and how to start walking in that calling.

Are You a Gifted Person?

There is an important difference between being a talented person and being a gifted person. Many

people confuse the two, and that confusion can keep them from ever stepping into what God has

called them to do.

1 Peter 4:10 in the Amplified Bible puts it this way: each one of us has received "a particular spiritual

talent, a gracious divine endowment." It goes on to describe believers as "faithful stewards of the

extremely diverse powers and gifts granted to Christians by unmerited favor."

That means no one can honestly say they have nothing to offer. God does not give gifts without

purpose.

What Kinds of Gifts Does the Bible Talk About?

Scripture describes spiritual gifts in several places:

• 1 Corinthians 12 covers the gifts of the Spirit

• Ephesians 4 describes ministry gifts: apostle, prophet, evangelist, pastor, and teacher

• Romans 12 outlines motivational gifts, which reflect how God has wired each person

The problem is not that people lack gifts. The problem is that many have never been made aware of

their gift, or the gift has simply never been developed.

Why Don't People Know What Their Gift Is?

Most people either overestimate what a gift should look like or underestimate what they already have.

They are waiting for something dramatic when God may have already placed something meaningful

right in front of them.

The church is meant to be a training ground where believers discover, develop, and deploy the gifts

God has placed inside them. When someone finally steps into their calling, it becomes one of the

most fulfilling experiences of their life.
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What Happens When You Step Into Your Calling?

When you begin using the gift God has given you, something shifts. You tap into a different level of

grace. You begin to experience the anointing of God, which empowers you to do things you never

thought you could do. And when you look back, the response is almost always the same: "That was

God."

That is exactly how it should be. God gets the glory, and you get the joy of being used by Him.

Only when we step into our calling will we feel a true sense of peace and completeness. That sense

of fulfillment is not found in talent alone. It is found in walking in what God has specifically designed

you to do.

No Role Is Too Small in God's Kingdom

It is easy to look at someone preaching on a stage and think that is what real ministry looks like. But

ushering, greeting, teaching children, and serving behind the scenes are just as important in the eyes

of God.

If God has gifted you for a particular role, there is an anointing that comes with it. That anointing

makes the ordinary extraordinary. Ephesians 2:10 says we are His workmanship, which literally

means masterpiece. God does not create anything without purpose or value.

Never let anyone talk you out of doing what God has placed you in. The goal is more important than

the role.

What Is the Difference Between a Talent and a Spiritual
Gift?

This is where a lot of confusion happens. Here is a simple way to think about it:

• Talents are given at birth. They are natural abilities, things you are good at.

• Gifts are given at new birth. They come when you are born again and are empowered by the Holy

Spirit.

Someone might have a beautiful singing voice, but that talent does not automatically mean they are

anointed to lead worship. A person might be naturally persuasive and articulate, but that does not

mean they are called to preach the gospel. Gifts carry a divine anointing that talents alone do not.

We live in a talent-based system where people are recognized for what they are best at. But the

kingdom of God operates differently. It is not about who is the most impressive. It is about who is

faithful with what God has given them.

How to Start Walking in Your Gift
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Here are practical steps to begin discovering and developing what God has placed inside you:

• Prioritize serving God. Put it at the top of your list. Have a genuine desire to find out what God

wants you to do.

• Take initiative. Look for openings. Explore spiritual gift assessments and personality profiles that

can help you understand how God has wired you.

• Pursue training. Gifts need to be developed. Learn from people who are further along in their

journey. There is no need to reinvent the wheel when wisdom is available.

God's plan for your life is revealed progressively. You do not need to see the whole picture before you

take the first step. It is easier to steer a moving ship than one that is sitting still. Start where you are,

and God will reveal more along the way.

Grace Is the Power Behind Every Gift

The word "gift" is actually derived from the word "grace." A spiritual gift is an undeserved benefit,

freely given by God. You cannot earn it. You simply receive it.

Grace is like fuel in a tank. It empowers you to keep moving forward, especially in the things of God.

Whatever God has called you to do, He has also given you the grace to accomplish it. The learning

curve is real, but the power to grow is already inside you.

As Paul wrote: "By the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me did not prove vain; but I

labored even more than all of them, yet not I, but the grace of God with me." (1 Corinthians 15:10)

Paul did not sit back and wait for people to come to him. He took the gospel to the world. He labored.

He worked hard. And he credited every bit of it to the grace of God working through Him.

Stewardship: You Manage It, God Owns It

When God gives you a gift or places you in a ministry role, you are a steward, not an owner. A steward

is an administrator who is responsible for something that belongs to someone else.

This matters because when people begin to think they own a ministry or a role, they stop letting

others in. They stop developing others. They hold on too tightly. But the kingdom grows when we take

responsibility without taking control.

Everything good comes from God. We are simply managing what He has entrusted to us, and we

want to make sure it keeps flourishing long after we are gone.

An Unused Gift Hurts Everyone

An unused gift does not just sit quietly on a shelf. It has real consequences. It hurts the body of Christ

because there are needs that go unmet. And it hurts you personally because you miss out on a

deeper experience of God.
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Christianity was never meant to be a spectator sport. God speaks more clearly when we are moving

and doing things for Him. Step out, serve, and watch how God begins to direct your path.

People are the treasure. That is the heart behind every gift God gives. He equips His people to reach,

serve, and love others. When you use your gift, you are participating in something far bigger than

yourself.

Why We Do What We Do

The reason for all of it comes down to three things: for His purpose, by His power, and to His glory.

That is the foundation of every gift, every calling, and every act of service done in the name of Jesus.

Life Application

This week, take one concrete step toward discovering or using the gift God has placed inside you.

That might mean signing up for a spiritual gift assessment, volunteering in an area of your church

where there is a need, or simply asking God in prayer to reveal what He has called you to do. Do not

wait until you have the full picture. Take the next step that is in front of you.

Ask yourself these questions as you reflect:

• Have I ever truly asked God to show me the gift He has placed inside me?

• Is there a role or area of service I have been avoiding because I thought it was too small or not the

right fit?

• Am I using my gift to serve others, or am I sitting on the sidelines waiting for something bigger to

come along?

• Do I approach my service with humility and gratitude, or do I treat it as something I own or control?

God has gifted you on purpose, for a purpose. The grace to walk in that calling is already inside you.

All that is left is to take the first step.

Page 4 of 4


